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ŝƌĚĨĂŝƌ͕ŚĞůĚ
annually at Rutland
tĂƚĞƌ͕ĂůǁĂǇƐŐŝǀĞƐ
us a great opportunity
to promote Adopt a
Box. It also gives us the
opportunity to meet and
talk with like-minded
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐĨƌŽŵ
all over the world and
this year we had a
ĐŚĂŶĐĞŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚ
WĞƉĞŶƚŽůşŶ͕ĨƌŽŵ
Extremadura in Spain.
Pepe is involved with
designing and producing
nest boxes with a life
ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂŶĐǇŽĨϭϬϬǇĞĂƌƐ
and beyond.
Pepe is involved
ǁŝƚŚD͕ĂŶE'K
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŐƌŽƵƉŝŶ
Extremadura which
focuses its work on the
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŽĨ>ĞƐƐĞƌ
<ĞƐƚƌĞů͕ĂƐƉĞĐŝĞƐƚŚĂƚŝƐ
ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƚŽ^ƉĂŝŶ͕
and highly endangered.
ƐƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚŝƐǁŽƌŬ͕
Pepe developed a
ŶĞƐƟŶŐďŽǆĨŽƌƚŚĞ
kestrels using locally
available materials.
ŚĂǀŝŶŐĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͕ƚĞƐƚĞĚ
ĂŶĚŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚŝƚ͕ŚĞ
realised that nestboxes
for other species could
also be produced using
the same methods.
ŌĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂůŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ
ĐŚĂƚƐǁŝƚŚWĞƉĞ͕ǁĞ
agreed to take a Barn
Owl box he kindly
ŽīĞƌĞĚƚŽƵƐƐŽƚŚĂƚǁĞ
could try the design here
in this country.

It certainly has a touch
of the Mediterranean
to it!
In order to produce
a box that is both
ůŝŐŚƚǁĞŝŐŚƚĂŶĚĚƵƌĂďůĞ͕
Pepe uses the local cork.
Sheets of expanded
cork are coated with a
ŵŝŶĞƌĂůĐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ŐŝǀŝŶŐ
the box not only its
ĚƵƌĂďŝůŝƚǇĂŶĚůŝŐŚƚŶĞƐƐ͕
but also very good
ƚŚĞƌŵĂůĂŶĚĂĐŽƵƐƟĐ
ŝŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ͘dŚĞůŝŵĞ
ŵŽƌƚĂƌǁŝůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ
ƚŽŚĂƌĚĞŶŽǀĞƌƟŵĞ͕
forming an eventual
ƐŽůŝĚďůŽĐŬ͕ǁŚŝĐŚ
prevents parasites from
lodging. The design of
the box encourages
ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚĂŝƌĐŝƌĐƵůĂƟŽŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƵƚĞƌƉůĂƞŽƌŵƐ
ŐŝǀĞĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůŽƉƟŽŶƐ
ĨŽƌŶĞǁůǇŇĞĚŐŝŶŐďŝƌĚƐ
to climb onto when
venturing out of the box.
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚĂŵŽƵŶƚ
of research has gone
into producing a more
ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚŶĞƐƚďŽǆ͕ĂŶĚ
early reports suggest
that it is proving very
successful in Spain. But
how will it cope with
ĂƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůŶŐůŝƐŚ
ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ͕ĂŶĚǁŝůůƚŚĞ
birds go from the usual
ǁŽŽĚĞŶŶĞƐƟŶŐďŽǆĞƐ
into this new design?
A good opportunity for
us to test it at a proven
ŶĞƐƟŶŐƐŝƚĞĨŽƌĂƌŶ
Owls.

Find out more about the work of Pepe and
DEMA (Defensa y Estudio del Medio Ambiente) at:
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĚĞŵĂƉƌŝŵŝůůĂ͘ŽƌŐ
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>ĞƐƐĞƌ<ĞƐƚƌĞů;ĂďŽǀĞͿďǇ
ZŽŐĞƌdŝĚŵĂŶͬEW>
ĂƌŶKǁůŶĞƐƚďŽǆ;ůĞŌͿ
ĨƌŽŵDǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘
tŚĂƚƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂƐĂƚŽŽůŝŶ
ĂĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƉƌŽũĞĐƚ
ĨŽƌ>ĞƐƐĞƌ<ĞƐƚƌĞůƐŝŶ
ĐĞŶƚƌĂů^ƉĂŝŶŝƐŶŽǁ
ďĞŝŶŐƚƌŝĂůůĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĂƐƚ
DŝĚůĂŶĚƐĨŽƌĂƌŶKǁůƐ͘
>ŝŬĞŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ<ĞƐƚƌĞůƐ͕
>ĞƐƐĞƌ<ĞƐƚƌĞůƐƌĞĂĚŝůǇ
ƚĂŬĞƚŽŶĞƐƚďŽǆĞƐ͘

dŚĞĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶŵĞĂŶƐ
we have to give greater
thought to the structure
on which it is placed.
The cork gives the
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞŝƚƐůŽǁǁĞŝŐŚƚ͕
and the lime mortar its
ĚƵƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ďƵƚĂƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇ
ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ͕ƚŚĞďŽǆ
eventually forms a solid
block which cannot be
ĮǆĞĚĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
and won’t support its
own weight. Drilling a
hole through the back
ĂŶĚĮǆŝŶŐŝƚƚŽĂƉŽůĞŽƌ
brick wall is simply not
ĂŶŽƉƟŽŶ͘ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ
ŵĂĚĞƉůĂƞŽƌŵǁŽƵůĚ
need to be constructed
on the proposed
structure but would
this greatly reduce the
ŽƉƟŽŶƐǁĞŚĂǀĞǁŚĞŶ
ŝƚĐŽŵĞƐƚŽĞƌĞĐƟŶŐƚŚĞ
ďŽǆŝŶĂƚƌĞĞ͕ǁŚĞƌĞ
many of our boxes are
already located?
tŚĞŶĞƌĞĐƟŶŐŶĞƐƚ
boxes made from
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ
ůŝŬĞǁŽŽĚ͕ǁĞĂƌĞ
able to part assemble
ƚŚĞďŽǆ͕ĮǆƚŚĂƚŵĂŝŶ
structure in the required
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĞŶĂĚĚŽƚŚĞƌ
ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚ
ĂŶĚůĞĚŐĞĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͘
This method gives much
ŵŽƌĞŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇĂŶĚ
manoeuvrability when
ŶĞŐŽƟĂƟŶŐĂƌŽƵŶĚ
awkward branches or
up against uneven tree
trunks. As a solid block
in this new design we
may lose much of that

when trying to place it
within the network of
limbs in an old oak!
I do fear that this box
will not stand up to
being dropped even
ŽŶĐĞ͕ƵŶůŝŬĞĂǁŽŽĚĞŶ
box. All these factors will
need to be taken into
account when deciding
on a suitable site to
place the box.

area for a while and see
ŝĨŝƚĂƩƌĂĐƚƐƚŚĞŵďĂĐŬ͘
tŚŝĐŚĞǀĞƌůŽĐĂƟŽŶǁĞ
choose we can never
guarantee the weather
and how climate
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĂƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽ
ĂīĞĐƚĨŽŽĚƐŽƵƌĐĞƐĂŶĚ
ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘

KŶĐĞĞƌĞĐƚĞĚ͕ƚŚĞďŽǆ
will be monitored to see
if there has been any
It is possible that greater ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘ƐǁŝƚŚĂůůƚŚĞ
ďŽǆĞƐǁĞĞƌĞĐƚ͕ǁĞĐĂŶ
thought will need to
never be totally sure
be given with regards
of what species we will
ƚŽĂƩƌĂĐƟŶŐďŝƌĚƐƚŽ
ĂƩƌĂĐƚ͘/ŶŵĂŶǇĐĂƐĞƐŝƚ
use the and discovering
turns out not to be the
which type of box
one intended. In the
ƚŚĞǇƉƌĞĨĞƌ͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕
next issue we hope to
we know from having
monitored Barn Owls for show you the box in-situ
ĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞ and any problems we
ǀĞƌǇŝŶƋƵŝƐŝƟǀĞďŝƌĚƐĂŶĚ may have encountered
can adapt to change very along the way. I was
about to say that
ǁĞůů͘dŚĞƌĞůŽĐĂƟŽŶŽĨ
ďŽǆĞƐĨŽƌĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕ although we have a very
Mediterranean looking
ĨŽƌĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ǁŝůůƐĞĞ
box we can’t guarantee
them move to their
the Mediterranean
new home almost
ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ
immediately.
summer we have just
had then maybe we can!
/ŶŝƟĂůůǇ͕ǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐ
completely new design
ŽĨďŽǆ͕ǁĞǁŝůůďĞ
Follow the
looking to erect it in the
progress - and
vicinity of other boxes
that have been regularly
success or
used successfully for a
failure - of this
number of years by an
experienced breeding
novel box over
pair. If this proves to
the coming
ďĞƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͕ƚŚĞŶĞǆƚ
stage of the trial will
ĞĚŝƟŽŶƐŽĨ
be to erect the box in a
Adopt a Box
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůŽĐĂƟŽŶƚŚĂƚ
News.
has not had birds in that

